NEWSLETTER
22ndApril 2022
Attendance:
Overall school attendance this week is 96.1%.
Congratulations to Year 3 Walliams who are the attendance winners this
week with 98.1%. Walliams will have an own clothes day on Friday 29th
April.

Stars of the Week:

A Message from the School Senior Leadership
Team:

Dear Parents/Carers,
Although we didn’t have a celebration
assembly this week, here are some
children who have worked incredibly
hard over the course of the last few
days:
Dahl: Jasmine and Harley
Browne: Beau and Jackson C
Walliams: Libby and Gregory
Snicket: Dylan and Emily
Blake: Ollie and Sara S
Shakespeare: Paris and Zak

We do hope that all of the children and parents had a
relaxing Easter break; we were delighted to welcome
everyone back to school again on Wednesday.
The final term is always a busy one, particularly for our
year 6 pupils. Children in Shakespeare are working
incredibly hard in preparation for their SATs
assessments. Their upcoming residential will definitely
be a well-earned adventure. For parents whose
child/ren is/are attending the residential, look out for
correspondence from the school in the coming weeks
in relation to a Parent Meeting to go over all of the
details of the trip.
Although we didn’t have a Star of the Week assembly
today, this will begin again next week. As before half
term, parents of children nominated will be invited to
attend via Parent Mail.

Safeguarding:
If you are concerned about the safety or
wellbeing of a child please contact the
NSPCC on their helpline: 0808 800 5000
or email help@nspcc.org.uk
If you believe that a child is in immediate
danger call 999. Our school safeguarding
leaders can be contacted by emailing
stillman@templegroveacademy.com or
telephoning 07835946414 / 07943276854

Forest School session began for years 1 Dahl and R
Jeffers this week. Despite the weather getting wamer,
can parents please ensure that children attend these
sessions dressed in appropriate trousers, footwear
and a long-sleeved top.

Have a lovely weekend,
TGA Senior Leadership Team

Forest School:
There will be two Forest School sessions next week as follows:
Tuesday: Nursery and Selected Children (Parent Mail will be sent to parents of
these children today)
Wednesday: Year 5 Blake

Uniform Reminders:
Purple Polos: We are phasing out shirts and ties to be replaced with purple
polos. These can be purchased at a number of large retailers.
PE kit: Children are now to arrive at school in full school uniform with their PE
kits packed separately to change into.

Getting outdoors and exploring are joys that all children should be able to experience as
often as possible and as spring once again breathes life into the woodlands and meadows of
the Kent countryside and the evenings begin to stretch ever outwards the urge to adventure
begins.
One way children can enjoy and learn about the green spaces that make up their world is
through forest schooling and one primary school in Tunbridge Wells is opening its doors on
Saturday mornings to young outdoor adventurers, who wish to explore and discover
bushcraft skills such as whittling, bivouac building and fire-making - all supported by
qualified leaders.
Forest schooling is already well established at Temple Grove Academy as part of the
curriculum. The headteacher Isabel Ramsay is now going to open the school's woodland
classroom to the local community by launching a series of Saturday sessions all year round,
where children in the area can come along and enjoy discovering new skills.
This will be led by an experienced Forest School Manager and an Assistant. It is an exciting
new opportunity for the community.

"What we want to do now is open a Saturday school to the local community, running two
classes, 9am-10:30am for 15 children aged 5-7 years and then 10:30am to 12pm for a
further 15 children aged 7-10 years of age," said Mrs Ramsay.

"Forest schooling is nothing new to Temple Grove Academy and is a regular part of all the
pupil's educational experiences.
"We have fantastic grounds covering four acres of land in the Sherwood Park area of
Tunbridge Wells, we hope to teach the children a variety of Forest School activities. We
want to open the school up to the local community, not just our children."

During the Saturday classes, children will learn to use tools, such as knives, saws, loppers
and other cutting tools under supervision. They will also learn the principles of safe and
effective fire-lighting.
Mrs Ramsay said: "We have a fire pit, a canopy, a mud kitchen and an outdoor classroom,
it's wonderful and we may finish the sessions with cooking marshmallows and/or hot
chocolate over the fire."
Using the tool skills they have learned the children will whittle wood, build shelters, set up
tarps, learn to tie a selection of knots and make cordage out of materials they discover in the
surrounding environment.
The school itself was rated Good in five categories by Ofsted during its latest visit in 2019,
the report said: "Leaders are ambitious for their pupils, they work hard to provide a broad,
balanced and engaging curriculum for everyone.

"Teachers have high expectations and pupils value the interesting work they are given.
Through a rich curriculum, leaders aim for all pupils to be able to learn to manage their lives
both now and in the future."

How much will the forest school cost?
The cost is £7 per session and the forest school opens on May 7, for eight sessions. Later in
the summer a holiday club will run from July 25-29 and that will be for £30 per day for a
maximum of 15 children, so it's a good idea to book early to avoid disappointment.
The Saturday school and woodland classroom return in September using the same themes
as the May sessions, offering children the opportunity to adventure in an autumnal/winter
landscape.
To learn more and sign up for the Saturday Forest School
email: office@templegroveacademy.com

Nurture Room:

The inclusion team have been working hard
decorating the nurture room which is now a
lovely space for children to relax, socialise
and play. Here are some pictures of what it
looks like:

