
Nursery School Term 3: Terrific Tales
Communication and Language

We will be…
• Listening attentively to traditional tales and 

retaining new key vocabulary.
• Talking about settings, characters and story 

structure such as the ‘beginning’ ‘middle’ and 
‘end’.

• Using connectives to retell stories such as ‘first’ 
‘then’ and ‘finally’.

• Asking questions and clarifying understanding in 
group and one to one discussion.

• Responding to questions with relevant answers
• Making comments about what we have heard and 

what has been read to us.
• Using talk to organise ourselves in play.

Physical Development (continued)
We will be…
• Using crates and planks to build obstacle 

courses.
• Using the climbing frame.
• Riding the bikes and trikes.
• Practising throwing and catching a large ball 

back and forth with bounces between the catch.

Literacy
We will be…
• Joining in with weekly phonic lessons introducing 

1 sound per week (following the Letterland
Phonics Scheme).

• Learning that each letter makes a sound.
• Beginning to attempt to write familiar letters 

using a range of materials. (Paint, WB, sand and 
glitter, chubby markers etc).

• Learning and beginning to use story vocabulary 
to retell familiar stories like ‘Once upon a time’ 
and ‘The end’.

• Joining in with repeated refrains in stories and 
rhymes. 

• Making marks and identifying the marks we have 
made. 

• Continuing to learn to recognise and write our 
names.

Personal Social and Emotional Development
We will be…
• Welcoming new children into the setting.
• Developing our sense of responsibility through 

small jobs e.g., passing round fruit bowl during 
Snack and Chat.

• Sharing resources and play in a group. 
• Taking turns whilst playing, waiting patiently to 

have a turn. 
• Expressing our own preferences and interests.
• Adapting our behaviour to different places and 

circumstances.
• Selecting activities independently.
• Talking about different feelings during circle 

time.

Mathematics
We will be…
• Continuing to learn number names through songs 

and counting.
• Reciting number names past 5.
• Identifying representations of 1, 2, 3; matching 

number names to quantities and numerals.  
• Beginning to subitise amounts- recognising the 

number of objects in a small group without the 
need to count them.

• Comparing quantities e.g., when working out 
which story has the most votes for story time  
or when deciding on whether there are more 
apples or oranges in the fruit bowl.

• Comparing size - The Three Billy Goats Gruff.
• Beginning to describe a sequence of events, real 

or fictional using words such as as ‘first’ ‘then’ 
and ‘finally’.

Physical Development
We will be…
• Balancing on one leg.
• Exploring different materials (playdough, 

water, sand etc) and tools.
• Using mark makers with developing tripod grip 

and dominant hand to follow large pattern 
outlines.

• Holding scissors in one hand making snips in 
paper.

• Picking up/moving small objects e.g., pompoms 
using tweezers.

• Threading large beads. 

Understanding the World
We will be…
• Exploring changes in the environment with the 

arrival of Winter.
• Using our senses to explore the outside world 

and talking about what we see, hear and feel 
using a wide range of vocabulary. 

• Identifying suitable clothing for different 
weather.

• Learning about hibernation and how animals 
adapt.

• Exploring different natural materials and 
talking about their properties.

Expressive Arts and Design
We will be…
• Creating our own collages using a variety of 

different media.
• Drawing/painting simple things from memory 

e.g., a pig.
• Acting out everyday experiences and in our 

‘home corner’.
• Developing our own stories such as when 

playing with small world or in the ‘home 
corner’. 

• Creating and using small world set-ups.
• Singing a selection of nursery rhyme/ songs 

from memory.


