
 

 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage Newsletter 28th May 2021 

Nursery 

This term the children have been fascinated by the changes they have observed to our caterpillars – their growth 

and transformation from larvae (caterpillar) to pupa (chrysalis).  They have enjoyed learning about the four stages of 

the butterfly life-cycle – egg, larvae, pupa, and butterfly.  Mrs Gilbert has taken the pupas’ home over the half term 

as they haven’t yet completed their transformation to butterflies.  We read the rhyming story Do you know which 

one will grow? By Susan A. Shea and discussed things which grow and the reasons why they grow – relating to the 

beans we planted at the beginning of term and to our caterpillars.  We then read The Growing Story by Ruth Krauss 

and discussed the changes that we’ve been through from a new born baby to the present day.  We also thought 

about what we can do now that we couldn’t as babies and what we’d like to be able to do that we can’t currently do.  

The children enjoyed playing guess the child from the baby photos that had been emailed in and discussing the 

changes they could see.  In Phonics, the younger children have continued to focus on tuning into instrumental 

sounds – they had great fun working in pairs with identical instruments taking turns to make loud and quiet sounds 

for their partner to copy, The older children have continued to focus on voice sounds – they really enjoyed playing 

Musical Trumpets – experimenting making noises through cones.  In Maths, we have been focussing on number and 

counting accurately. 

We hope you have a wonderful half term break and look forward to seeing the children back on Monday 7th June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       

 

Reception 

This week in Reception we have been busy planting our beanstalks outdoors, as they have been growing extremly 

well. We are hoping they will survive the half term. The children were fascinated by the roots when we replanted 

them and there was lots of discussion around the different parts of the plant. Our caterpillars have finally made their 

chrysalises and we are hoping they emerge as butterflies very soon! We have also enjoyed making models of the 

caterpillar life cycle using different pieces of pasta to represent each stage. Contstructing our own kites was very 

popular this week and the children had lots of fun testing them outdoors.  In phonics, we have foucced on our 

trigrpahs this week, which can be a little tricky to remember and then spot. But the more the children come into 

contact with them the easier they will find this. We have also enjoyed playing tricky word games to help us 

remember these words. In Maths were have been focussing on addition and subtraction this week. The children 

have worked fantastically at this, applying their knowledge outdoors with the large ten frame and cones or inside 

using egg boxes and gems.  This week we also had our prize giving assembly with Mrs Ramsay, with awards handed 

out for reading, writing, maths, art and science. Well done to all of our winners. We hope you have a lovely half term 

and enjoy the weather and time together before we head back to Temple Grove for our final half term in Reception.  


