
Year 6 | Autumn Term 

Theme: 

Strength: Gift or Graft? 

Overarching questions:  

Victim, bystander, or hero? (Term 1) 

Nature vs nurture: Is the ability to 

cope with challenge innate or nur-

tured? (Term 2)  

Maths 

The class will concentrate on numeracy skills, familiarising them-

selves with increasingly larger values. In the Autumn term, we will 

study: 

 Place value 

 Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division  

 Decimals, percentages and fractions 

There will also be timetabled opportunities to consolidate learning 

Outdoor learning 

We will use the outdoor space to support our learning as 
much as possible, including reading and performing in the 
amphitheatre. 

Home learning ideas:  

Reading daily at home. 

Research, design and build a model of a typical ‘Anderson 
Shelter’. 

Battle to the top of the leader board on Times Table Rock-
stars! 

Guided Reading & English 

Term 1 - Rose Blanche, by Christophe Gallaz and Roberto Innocenti  

Rose Blanche is a young German girl, who protests against the war. 
She watches as the streets of her small German town fill with soldiers 
and turn into dark, joyless places. One day she sees a little boy escap-
ing from the back of a truck, which she follows into the woods. We 
embark on the journey with her as she battles to save her friends and 
family from peril. 

 

Term 2 - Pax, by Sara Pennypacker 

Pax is a fox and Peter’s best friend. One day, the unimaginable hap-
pens: Peter's dad enlists in the military and makes him return the fox 
to the wild. At his grandfather's house, three hundred miles away 
from home, Peter knows he isn't where he should be--with Pax. He 
strikes out on his own despite the encroaching war, spurred by love, 
loyalty, and grief, to be reunited with his fox. We follow Peter’s diffi-
cult quest to be reunited with his friend during troubled times. 

 

The class will read both texts in depth during guided reading sessions 
and will be encouraged to read for meaning and purpose. The chil-
dren will produce varied writing outcomes whilst studying the texts 
such as poems, diary entries, short stories and setting descriptions 
which they will build to through role-play, vocabulary work and 
through sharing the writing process as a group. The children will also 
be supported to improve their spelling, grammar and punctuation 
skills during specific GPS lessons as well as throughout their curricu-
lum studies. 

Computing 

Year 6 will use the Purple Mash programme to design and write a 

simple computer program. Later in the Autumn, they will learn about 

online safety. 

Art and Design Technology 

Year 6 will produce Autumn-themed artwork to start the year. 

The class will study the work of a notable artist from the WW2 period. 

They will also learn about the role of propaganda posters during war-

time and produce their own posters. The class will learn how to use 

different lettering styles, look at the colours used and learn how to 

apply pastel colours as the medium. 

Science:  Materials 

Using the high-quality resources from Empiribox, children will discover 
the properties of materials. They will gain an understanding of how mate-
rials change and the role of energy in these processes.  They will apply 
this knowledge to investigate how materials react to energy and what 
impact this has on how objects are manufactured. 

 

History 

Year 6 will learn about the role of Winston Churchill in WW2 and will 
write their own motivational speeches, using his speeches as inspiration. 
Whilst learning about life and times during WW2, the children will con-
duct their own research, look at primary and secondary historical sources 
and will compare and contrast modern day speeches with those heard 
during WW2. 

 

Religious Education 

In term 1, we will be exploring the question, “Is it better to ex-
press your religion in arts and architecture or in charity and gener-
osity?” We will learn about a real-life event to help us debate this 
question, look at religious art and produce our own versions, 
building to a piece of writing. 

In term 2, we will be learning about the Hindu belief of Ahimsa 
(respect for all living things and avoidance of violence towards 
others) and we will use a well-known Christmas song to explore 
this topic! 

Throughout the term, we will explore our diverse culture by ac-
knowledging calendar events such as Diwali and Harvest Festival. 

 

PSHCE 

The children will explore topics relating to health and wellbeing 
through circle time, debates, individual reflection, art and writing. 

PE 

Children will play netball and football in the Autumn terms. They 
will also have the opportunity to do indoor activities such as gym-
nastics and dance. 


